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PHOTOGRAPHERS

THORSTEN ROTH (“Back at the Projects,
Dusk”, pages 40–41) is a fashion and
beauty photographer in New York. His
portraits of American jazz greats visit-
ing Paris, where he was based in the
1990s, has been accepted for inclu-
sion in the Smithsonian Institution’s
archives. His series on boxers who
train at Gleason’s Gym was featured in
Everlast’s magazine last year. View his
latest work at www.throth.com and at
www.myspace.com/thorsten.roth.

OFER WOLBERGER (Snap Judgment, page
48) is a freelance photographer with a
specialty in location-based assign-
ments. He is also a PROOF contribut-
ing photographer; his photo of the
World Trade Center site appeared in
issue 3.

GRAPHIC ARTISTS

LISA BLACKSHEAR (Iran area map, page 28)
is a commercial artist and children’s
book illustrator. A portfolio is avail-
able at www.lisablackshear.com.
ROBARE (True Views illustration, pages
45–47) is the nom de plume of Rob
Gardner, a New York–based cartoonist

and visual artist whose commercial
work includes holiday store-window
decoration and T-shirts; for further info
visit www.artrobare.com. He moon-
lights as a cabaret singer.
DON NEWCOMB (front cover design) teach-
es digital design at the Fashion Institute
of Technology and other NYC schools.
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NOTES TO ISSUE 5

COMMERCIAL NOTICES

much of the Rolling Stone perspective, even
though they are the children (in many cases, lit-
erally the sons and daughters) of the conserva-
tives who once denounced the magazine and the
lifestyle it promoted. Conservative pundit David
Brooks sees in 21st-century America the fusion
of bohemian counterculture and bourgeois con-
sumerism, a merger of styles that Jann Wenner
practically invented.

Rolling Stone’s evolution is also a story of gen-
erational change. Interviewers have been pester-

ing Wenner about his generation’s “don’t trust
anyone over 30” mantra for three decades now,
ever since he passed the milestone himself.
Given his, and the magazine’s, youthful disdain
for their elders—their inability even to listen to
the older generation or its music—how could he

and Rolling Stone presume to speak for the next
generation of American youth? In response,
Wenner has repeatedly asserted that his genera-
tion created and crossed a fundamental cultural
divide. The fabled gap between Americans who
came of age during World War II and the baby

boomers was huge. A chasm separated Tin Pan
Alley from Big Pink and the Fillmore West, and
Hollywood musicals from A Clockwork Orange.

Wenner has insisted that the children of
Rolling Stone—Americans who grew up in the
1980s and ’90s—all fall on the same side of this
generational divide: his side. Sure, they have dif-
ferent tastes and concerns from their baby
boomer parents, but they share fundamental
assumptions. They can talk to each other in ways
the boomers could never talk to their parents.
Wenner’s assertions may not be entirely true,
but he has identified something real: a broad
cultural shift, which his magazine heralded 40
years ago.

To be sure, Rolling Stone itself has not weath-
ered the decades all that well. Now largely a col-
lection of images and byte-size tidbits, the mag-
azine ceased to publish important writing 20
years ago. Other than the fabulous photographs,
it’s hard to find anything compelling in the DVD
after the mid-1980s. No longer a complete
unknown, Rolling Stone has become a national
icon. For better or worse, it defines our direction
home. �

Rolling Stone: Cover to Cover, a searchable digital

archive containing 40 years of Rolling Stone,

1967–2007 (Bondi Digital Publishing, 2007).

Wenner insists that Americans who came of 

age in the 1980s and ’90s all fall on the same

side of the ’60s generational divide: his side
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